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When evaluating childcare and enrichment programs, it’s important to look for qualities that align with your child’s
developmental needs and your family values. Here are key factors to consider:

1. Safety and Cleanliness
e Licensing and Accreditation: Check if the program is licensed and accredited by relevant organizations.
e Safety Protocols: Look for secure entrances, appropriate staff-to-child ratios, and emergency procedures.
e Clean Environment: Ensure toys, surfaces, and play areas are clean and well-maintained.

2. Qualified and Caring Staff

e Certifications: Teachers and caregivers should have relevant qualifications in child development or early
childhood education.

e Experience: Staff with experience in childcare and enrichment programs are better equipped to manage a range
of needs.

e Engagement: Observe how the staff interacts with the children—positive, warm, and attentive interactions are
key.

3. Developmentally Appropriate Activities

e Enrichment Offerings: Programs that include art, music, STEM, physical activities, and social-emotional learning
can promote well-rounded development.

e Age Appropriateness: Activities should be tailored to the developmental stages of the children in the program.

e Balance: Look for a mix of structured learning and free play to encourage creativity and independence.




4. Curriculum and Philosophy

e Educational Approach: Research the program’s educational philosophy (e.g., Montessori, Reggio Emilia, play-
based, or academic-focused).

e Goals: Ensure the program aligns with your child’s learning style and your family’s goals.

e  Cultural Inclusivity: Look for a program that values diversity and encourages children to explore different
cultures and perspectives.

5. Communication and Involvement

e Parent Communication: Programs that provide regular updates, photos, and reports about your child’s progress
and activities foster trust.

e Open-Door Policy: Choose programs where parents are encouraged to visit, observe, and participate.
e Parent-Teacher Interaction: Opportunities for conferences or casual check-ins are helpful.
6. Child’s Interests and Needs

e Personalization: Programs should offer individualized attention to children’s strengths, interests, and areas for
growth.

e Special Needs Accommodations: Ensure the program can accommodate any specific needs your child may have.
7. Daily Schedule and Routine
e Structure: A predictable yet flexible routine helps children feel secure.
e Meals and Snacks: Check if the program provides healthy, nutritious food options.
8. Environment and Resources
e Learning Spaces: Are the spaces inviting, age-appropriate, and well-organized?
e Outdoor Play: Look for access to safe, well-maintained outdoor play areas.
e Materials and Equipment: Ensure there are diverse, high-quality educational materials and toys.
9. Reviews and Recommendations
e Reputation: Seek recommendations from other parents or online reviews.
e Visitation: Visit the program in person to get a feel for the atmosphere and ask questions.
10. Practical Considerations
e Location and Hours: Ensure the program is conveniently located and offers hours that fit your schedule.

e Cost: Compare costs and see if the program offers scholarships or sliding-scale fees.

Call our toll-free number 800-364-6352 for assistance.
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