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College & Academics: How to Determine the Right Fit
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Finding the right college or academic program is an important step, especially when you're planning to pursue a
specialized field. Here’s a guide to help you make the best decision:

Clarify Your Goals
¢ Academic Interests: Ensure the college offers a strong program with specializations you’re interested in.
« Career Goals: Look for colleges that have a high job placement rate or offer partnerships and internships.
Research Programs

e Accreditation: Verify that the college is accredited and that your area of interest is recognized by relevant
agencies.

e Certification Preparation: Ensure the program prepares students for relevant certifications.
Consider Location and Environment

e Campus Size: Would you thrive in a large university setting, or do you prefer the more intimate feel of a
smaller college?

o Distance from Home: Decide if you want to stay close to home or are open to studying farther away.
¢ Community: Visit campuses to evaluate the atmosphere, diversity, and inclusiveness.

Evaluate Resources and Support
e Faculty Expertise: Research the qualifications and experience of the faculty in your program.

¢ Facilities: Check if the college has modern equipment, labs, and technology necessary for your area of
interest.

¢ Student Support: Consider resources like tutoring, academic advising, career services, and mental health
support.




Look into Affordability
¢ Tuition and Fees: Compare tuition costs and associated program fees.
¢ Financial Aid: Research scholarships, grants, and work-study opportunities.

¢ ROI (Return on Investment): Investigate the earning potential and job opportunities in your field after
graduation.

Investigate Student Outcomes
¢ Graduation Rate: High graduation rates can indicate a strong academic program.
e Job Placement Rate: Check how many graduates find employment in their field.

e Alumni Success: Look at the accomplishments of program alumni—this can give you insights into the
program’s reputation.

Assess Flexibility

e Class Schedules: If you're juggling work or family responsibilities, look for programs that offer evening,
weekend, or online classes.

e Program Length: Some programs can be completed in 2 years (associate degree), while others may offer a
4-year option (bachelor’s degree). Choose what works best for you.

Visit and Ask Questions
When touring colleges, ask these specific questions:
¢ What s the student-to-teacher ratio in your program?
e How much hands-on experience will | get during the program?
e Are there internship opportunities, and where?
¢ What kind of support is available for clinical placement and internships?
Consider Your Lifestyle Needs
¢ Housing Options: Check if on-campus housing or nearby affordable living options are available.
e Extracurricular Activities: Consider whether the college offers clubs or organizations you might enjoy.
¢ Work-Life Balance: Think about how the program’s demands align with your personal responsibilities.
Trust Your Instincts
e After gathering all the information, ask yourself:
o Canyou see yourself thriving on this campus?
o Does the program feel like a good match for your personal and academic goals?
o Do you feel supported and valued in this environment? P
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Call our toll-free number 800-364-6352 for assistance. r |
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